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On	august	 27,	 2008,	 the	 nebraska	 supreme	 Court	 adopted	
the	follow�ng	amendments	to	neb.	Ct.	r.	§	6-1459:

§ 6-1459. Presiding judges.

the	pres�d�ng	judge	has	pr�mary	respons�b�l�ty	for	oversee�ng	
the	 del�very	 of	 county	 court	 serv�ces	 w�th�n	 the	 geograph�cal	
area	of	the	jud�c�al	d�str�ct.

In	 d�str�cts	 where	 there	 �s	 a	 jud�c�al	 adm�n�strator,	 the	 pre-
s�d�ng	 judge,	 �n	 accordance	 w�th	 nebraska	 supreme	 Court	
Personnel	 Pol�c�es	 and	 Procedures,	 bears	 the	 respons�b�l�ty	 for	
the	h�r�ng,	evaluat�on,	and	d�sc�pl�ne	of	 the	 jud�c�al	adm�n�stra-
tor.	 the	 pres�d�ng	 judge	 �s	 to	 prov�de	 d�rect�on	 to	 the	 jud�c�al	
adm�n�strator	 �n	 matters	 of	 local	 d�str�ct	 pol�cy.	 a	 pres�d�ng	
judge	 �s	 to	 prov�de	 d�rect�on	 to	 the	 jud�c�al	 adm�n�strator	 to	
ensure	 that	 state	 statutes,	 supreme	 Court	 rules,	 and	 pol�c�es	 of	
the	adm�n�strat�ve	Off�ce	of	the	Courts	are	appropr�ately	carr�ed	
out.	the	pres�d�ng	judge	�s	the	�mmed�ate	superv�sor	of	the	jud�-
c�al	adm�n�strator	and	shall	meet	w�th	the	jud�c�al	adm�n�strator	
on	a	regular	bas�s	to	coord�nate	the	work	of	the	judges	and	staff	
w�th�n	the	d�str�ct.

In	d�str�cts	where	there	�s	no	jud�c�al	adm�n�strator,	the	pres�d-
�ng	judge	bears	the	respons�b�l�ty	for	the	h�r�ng,	evaluat�on,	and	
d�sc�pl�ne	of	 the	clerk	mag�strates	 �n	 the	d�str�ct.	the	pres�d�ng	
judge	 �s	 to	prov�de	d�rect�on	 to	 the	clerk	mag�strates	 �n	matters	
of	local	d�str�ct	pol�cy.	a	pres�d�ng	judge	�s	to	prov�de	d�rect�on	
to	 the	 clerk	 mag�strates	 to	 ensure	 that	 state	 statutes,	 supreme	
Court	 rules,	 and	 pol�c�es	 of	 the	 adm�n�strat�ve	 Off�ce	 of	 the	
Courts	are	appropr�ately	carr�ed	out.	the	pres�d�ng	 judge	 �s	 the	
�mmed�ate	 superv�sor	 of	 the	 clerk	 mag�strates	 and	 shall	 meet	
w�th	 the	 clerk	 mag�strates	 on	 a	 regular	 bas�s	 to	 coord�nate	 the	
work	of	the	judges	and	staff	w�th�n	the	d�str�ct.	In	d�str�cts	w�th	
more	than	one	county,	these	dut�es	may	be	ass�gned	to	�nd�v�dual	
judges	on	a	county-by-county	bas�s.

It	shall	be	the	respons�b�l�ty	of	the	pres�d�ng	judge	to	coord�-
nate	the	work	of	all	judges	w�th�n	the	d�str�ct.	th�s	may	�nclude	
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ass�gn�ng	 judges	 to	 var�ous	 dut�es	 w�th�n	 a	 s�ngle	 county	 or	
among	var�ous	count�es	of	the	d�str�ct.

the	pres�d�ng	judge	shall	bear	the	respons�b�l�ty	of	not�fy�ng	
the	adm�n�strat�ve	Off�ce	of	 the	Courts	 �f	 there	 �s	 a	need	 for	 a	
subst�tute	judge	anywhere	�n	the	d�str�ct.

the	pres�d�ng	judge	shall	delegate	appropr�ate	adm�n�strat�ve	
respons�b�l�ty	 to	 the	 jud�c�al	 adm�n�strator	 and	 the	 rest	 of	 the	
adm�n�strat�ve	staff	of	the	d�str�ct	or	to	the	clerk	mag�strates	and	
the	rest	of	the	adm�n�strat�ve	staff	of	the	count�es	relat�ng	to	bud-
get	 preparat�on	 and	 general	 adm�n�strat�on,	 case	 management,	
fac�l�t�es,	 personnel	 adm�n�strat�on,	 and	 court	 records	 manage-
ment.	 In	d�str�cts	w�th	more	 than	one	 county,	 these	dut�es	may	
be	ass�gned	to	�nd�v�dual	judges	on	a	county-by-county	bas�s.

It	 shall	 be	 the	 respons�b�l�ty	 of	 the	 pres�d�ng	 judge	 to	 plan	
and	cha�r	each	year	a	meet�ngs,	on	at	 least	a	quarterly	bas�s,	of	
all	 judges,	 jud�c�al	 adm�n�strators,	 and	 clerk	mag�strates	w�th�n	
a	 d�str�ct.	 the	 pres�d�ng	 judge	 may	 plan	 and	 cha�r	 add�t�onal	
meet�ngs	as	deemed	necessary	�n	the	d�scret�on	of	the	pres�d�ng	
judge	of	all	judges,	jud�c�al	adm�n�strators,	and	clerk	mag�strates	
w�th�n	a	d�str�ct.

the	 pres�d�ng	 judge	 shall	 be	 the	 l�a�son	 to	 the	 nebraska	
state	Bar	assoc�at�on	and	the	press	for	the	courts	of	the	d�str�ct.	
In	 d�str�cts	 w�th	 more	 than	 one	 county,	 these	 dut�es	 may	 be	
ass�gned	to	�nd�v�dual	judges	on	a	county-by-county	bas�s.

the	pres�d�ng	 judge	shall	be	 the	 l�a�son	 to	other	agenc�es	of	
local	and	state	government	for	 the	courts	of	 the	d�str�ct.	 In	d�s-
tr�cts	w�th	more	 than	one	county,	 these	dut�es	may	be	ass�gned	
to	�nd�v�dual	judges	on	a	county-by-county	bas�s.	

It	 shall	 be	 the	 respons�b�l�ty	 of	 the	 pres�d�ng	 judge	 of	 the	
d�str�ct	 to	 rev�ew	 the	 aud�ts	 of	 all	 county	 courts	 of	 the	 d�str�ct	
to	make	sure	that	the	account�ng	pract�ces	be�ng	followed	are	�n	
accordance	w�th	the	County	Court	account�ng	manual.	It	�s	the	
duty	of	the	pres�d�ng	judge	to	respond	to	any	aud�t	recommenda-
t�on.	It	�s	also	the	duty	of	the	pres�d�ng	judge	to	make	all	records	
and	�nformat�on	ava�lable	to	the	�nd�v�duals	do�ng	the	aud�t.
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It	 shall	 be	 the	 duty	 of	 the	 pres�d�ng	 judge	 to	 approve	 any	
re�nstatement	of	bonds	wh�ch	have	been	forfe�ted	for	more	than	
90	 days	 when	 the	 pres�d�ng	 judge	 determ�nes	 �t	 �s	 �n	 the	 best	
�nterests	of	just�ce.	In	d�str�cts	w�th	more	than	one	county,	these	
dut�es	 may	 be	 ass�gned	 to	 �nd�v�dual	 judges	 on	 a	 county-by-
county	bas�s.

the	 pres�d�ng	 judge	 shall	 be	 elected	 each	 year	 by	 a	 major-
�ty	 vote	 of	 the	 judges	 of	 the	 d�str�ct	 subject	 to	 approval	 by	
the	 supreme	 Court.	 not�f�cat�on	 of	 the	 name	 of	 the	 �nd�v�dual	
elected	 as	 pres�d�ng	 judge	 of	 the	 d�str�ct	 shall	 be	 g�ven	 to	 the	
state	Court	adm�n�strator	no	 later	 than	January	15	 the	 last	day	
of	november	of	each	year.

a	pres�d�ng	judge	shall	hold	the	pos�t�on	for	a	term	of	1	year	
from	the	f�rst	day	�n	January	to	the	last	day	�n	december	of	the	
same	 year.	there	 �s	 no	 l�m�t	 on	 the	 number	 of	 terms	 a	 pres�d-
�ng	 judge	may	serve. a	judge	who	has	 served	 for	 two	or	more	
consecut�ve	 terms	 may	 decl�ne	 to	 serve	 another	 consecut�ve	
term.	the	elect�on	of	a	pres�d�ng	judge	must	be	approved	by	the	
supreme	Court.	If	not�ce	of	d�sapproval	of	the	person	elected	to	
be	pres�d�ng	judge	�s	not	g�ven	w�th�n	15	days	of	the	subm�ss�on	
of	 the	 name	 to	 the	 state	 Court	adm�n�strator,	 then	 the	 person	
shall	 be	 deemed	 approved.	 If	 the	 supreme	 Court	 d�sapproves	
of	 the	 person	 elected	 to	 be	 pres�d�ng	 judge,	 the	 d�str�ct	 shall 
elect	 another	 person	 and	 subm�t	 that	 name	 to	 the	 state	 Court	
adm�n�strator		w�th�n	10	days	of	the	not�ce	of	d�sapproval.

a	pres�d�ng	judge	shall	hold	the	pos�t�on	for	a	term	of	1	year	
and	may	serve	two	consecut�ve	terms.




